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Week Summary 26 Feb – 05 Mar
Offline 

• Continued offline due to 25m absorber problem.
• Two 25 ton steel blocks dropped into the 

beamline.  Repair plans/work in progress:
– Lifting device designed and parts acquired. 

Assembly of lifting device this week, start 
lowering plates next week.

– Analysis of chains shows hydrogen em-
brittlement.  

– New stainless steel lifting rods designed and 
reviewed.  



MEI Chain Failure Evaluation

• Conclusive evidence of 
Hydrogen embrittlement 
(LANL MST-6 analysis came 
to same conclusion).

• No Chlorides found, thus 
stainless (T304) steel is a 
good choice for new lifting 
rods.

Intergranular morphology on
crack surface, smoking gun!



Future Plans 

• Work on repairs to put back 25m absorber in 
original condition.
– Plan to start lower plates mid March and be 

back online mid April in 50m configuration.
• Plan is to collect 0.6-0.9E20 POT in antineutrino 

mode and no absorber.  Totals to date:
– 0.2E20 POT no absorber.
– 0.7E20 POT absorber #10 down.
– 0.6E20 POT absorber #10 and #7 down.  

• Continue work on understanding antineutrino 
data.
– Antineutrino π0 analysis talk next AEM.


